
Hahn’s works draw attention 
at exhibit 

By Jim Rathgeber  
Features Editor  
 
- When you look at some of Jay Hahn’s works on display at the “Beneath 
the Surface” exhibit at Davidson County Community College, they ap-
pear to be paintings on canvas.  
 
They aren’t. They are photographs on canvas — one of the specialties of 
the 47-year-old photographer from Swannanoa.  
 
“The digital camera and computer software have given me the freedom to 
fully explore natural forms and textures,” Hahn said. “I wholeheartedly 
embrace moving beyond the darkroom ... my art is about communica-
tion. In the digital medium, I believe I have found my voice.”  
 
Besides doing standard photo work — i.e. putting his shots on what you 
consider “just regular paper” — he also puts his photographs on water-
color paper, fine art paper and numerous types of cloth, including silk. 
He’ll try anything.  
 
Hahn began his photographic “career” when he was 12 years old — as a 
student at Mercer Island, Wash. His new junior high school offered a 
photography course which taught black and white developing and printing as well as basic animation.  
 
“That class altered the course of my life,” he said.  
 
Throughout high school, he explored all aspects of photography and alternative darkroom techniques, and his 
camera was a daily accessory. He was awarded a scholarship under the early admissions program at South-
western at Memphis (now Rhodes College), and in 1979 he received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Communica-
tion Arts.  
 
Hahn spent most of the 1980s traveling and photographing — mostly in the Blue Ridge mountains with  winter 
escapes to the still-undeveloped Yucatan. He also found himself making expeditions to urban galleries as his 
work gained recognition and popularity. Exhibitions in Memphis, Atlanta, Chicago and New York City began 
to replace local shows.  
 
As the 1980s drew to a close, Hahn accomplished two of his dreams — to live in a log cabin and own some 
mountain land — but it came at a cost. Because of his travel schedule and tight finances of his artist lifestyle, he 
made the decision to accept a corporate management position — trading the darkroom for the conference 
room and his light box for a computer monitor.  
 
During the next decade, he spent the time refurbishing his cabin and paying the mortgage while becoming en-
thralled with a relatively minor aspect of his job — desktop publishing.  

An artist and his work 
 

Jay Hahn stands beside one of his pieces of the 
“Beneath the Surface” exhibit at Davidson 

County Community College. A photographer, 
Hahn specializes in putting photographs on 

canvas and framing them 
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“A seed had been planted,” he said. “I found myself ignoring my real work to experiment with Photoshop 
and Pagemaker. By the late 1990s, digital camera technology was at a level of resolution and affordability 
which I couldn’t ignore ... not to mention the seductive nature of the digital darkroom. Once I purchased my 
first digital camera, photography quietly reclaimed it’s primary position in my psyche.”  
 
By 2001, Hahn’s attention was no longer on his “job.” It was on his photo work, and with the cabin finally 
paid for, he parted ways with his employer and returned to the art world full time.  
 
Hahn finally decided in 2002 to test the waters of competition. He entered the Professional Photography Di-
vision at the North Carolina Mountain State Fair and took second place in Commercial Photographs for 
Advertising.  
 
“I was both pleased and encouraged by this modest success,” he said.  
 
A year later, he was feeling “marginally competent” and entered that State Fair again and was “thrilled” to 
receive first place for Digitally Altered or Enhanced Photographs as well as first for Commercial Photo-
graphs for Advertising.  
 
He was finally beginning to enjoy some economic rewards for his work.  
 
Hahn freely admits that his often uses “tricks” or “tools” to increase his chances of success with his work.  
 
“Many of my pieces have dramatic color or perspective splashes,” he said. “I try to grab the viewer’s eye 
and lure them further into the photograph. I want to reward them with subtle surprises not noticed at a cas-
ual glance.”  
 
Hahn’s works were doing that at DCCC on Tuesday when the “Beneath the Surface” exhibit opened. His 
photographs drew a lot of attention.  
 
Artists from the midwest, northeast and southeast are showing their works in the Mendenhall administra-
tion building — on the first floor, in the stairwell and in the second-floor lobby.  
 
The group includes Jeffrey M. Adams and Laura Makowski of Forest Park, Ill., Diane Bielak of Williams-
burg, Va., Rachel B. Compton of Woodleaf, Drew Deane of Brevard, Annemarie B. Johnson of Kernersville, 
Stefani Joseph of Savannah, Ga., Jack Lawing of Atlanta, Marilyn Murray Lindner of Waxaw, V. Mae of 
Charlotte and Amelie Sourget of New York City. 

(Thomasville Times 8/26/04) 
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